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A retelling of a play 

I’m Conn, and I work in Macbeth’s castle. 

I fetch and I carry, and I see everything. 

Sometimes I see things I shouldn’t;

things so dreadful I’ll never forget them.

Jon Mayhew           Adrian Stone
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Use COLLINS BIG CAT to help you deliver engaging guided reading 
sessions. With a wealth of genres and topics to choose from, your 
pupils will have a rich guided reading experience supporting them in 
reaching high reading standards.    

Conn

My name’s Conn. You won’t know me. Nobody does. I’m the 

lowest of the low in Macbeth’s castle. A fetcher and carrier. 

A runner-after horses. An emptier of bed pans and washer 

of pots. A boy with muck on his face and straw in his hair. 

I’m invisible. Nobody sees me. Nobody cares about me. 

When they tell the story of Macbeth in years to come, they 

won’t mention me. When they sing the song of Macbeth, 

the killer of kings, the crown-stealer, the murderer of innocents, 

my name won’t crop up in a rhyme.

But I saw everything and I wish I hadn’t.
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The battle

It started with a battle. 

My country is Scotland, and it was ruled by the old 

King Duncan. My master, Lord Macbeth, was one of Duncan’s 

most loyal, brave and honest lords.

King Sweno of Norway sailed his long boats to Scotland, 

burnt villages and declared war on our King Duncan. 

Some Scottish lords joined Sweno but loyal Macbeth led his 

army against the Norwegians.

I stood on a bleak, windswept hill, holding Macbeth’s horse 

as he ran down the slope with his army. The roar of the soldiers 

as they swung their swords made me shiver. I looked away when 

Macbeth’s men crashed against the Norwegians like a huge 

wave against a rocky shore. Metal rang on metal. Men bellowed 

and arrows buzzed in the air.
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The level of detail and interest on every 
page gives plenty of material for discussion, 
leading to dynamic guided reading sessions. 
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Each COLLINS BIG CAT book 
is levelled to match the 
Institute of Education’s Book 
Bands for Guided Reading.

 Learning objectives: discuss 
understanding and explore the 
meaning of words in context; 
evaluate how authors use language, 
including fi gurative language, 
considering the impact on the 
reader; identify the audience 
for and the purpose of writing, 
selecting the appropriate form; 
use spoken language to participate 
in discussions, presentations, 

performances, role play, 
improvisations and debates.
Curriculum links: Geography  
Interest words: lowest-of-the-low, 
innocents, hag, predictions, loyalty, 
betrayal, successor, oaf, provisions, 
outlaws, proclaimed, summoned, 
unkempt, confronted, ambitious
Resources: ICT for creating an 
advert; paper and pencils

 Getting started
• Read the blurb together. Ask children what they can infer about the setting and the mood of the story from the text and illustrations. Probe them for suggestions about where and when the story is set and about the character of Macbeth.
• Explain that this story is a tale of ambition. Discuss what being ‘ambitious’ means, drawing examples from children’s own experience.

Reading and responding
• Read p2 together. Ask children what they can infer and deduce from this prologue, e.g. that Macbeth is a murderer, that his story is famous, that the story is terrible.
• Explain that the prologue is powerful because of the language used by Conn, e.g. ‘I’m the lowest of the low’. Check that children understand what this means and ask children what they notice about his narration, e.g. that he addresses the reader directly; that he speaks in short incomplete sentences; that he lists facts to build tension etc.

 Ideas for reading
Written by Clare Dowdall, PhDLecturer and Primary Literacy Consultant
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Every Collins Big Cat book 
features a bespoke guided 
reading session plan written 
by a literacy expert. 
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Returning to the book

• Ask children to recount what has happened to Macbeth in their

own words. Discuss the weird sisters’ predictions and whether they

came true.

• Using pp78–79, (The path to power; the path to destruction), ask

children to discuss how the story is structured. Help children to

see that the story works in two parts and involves Macbeth’s rise

and fall.

• Still focusing on pp78–79, ask children to suggest the key points

in the story when Macbeth’s ambition is fuelled (e.g. meeting the

weird women, pp7–11; being convinced to kill Duncan by Lady

Macbeth, pp24–25). Direct children to these parts of the story to fi nd

examples of this.

• Explore the character of Lady Macbeth. Ask children to walk through

the story to fi nd references to her. Use sticky notes to index where

she is mentioned. Discuss her character using the question: Is Lady

Macbeth a good wife? Encourage children to refer to the text when

giving their ideas.

Checking and moving on

• Help children to improvise scenes from

pp3–6 (the battle) and pp7–11 (where

Macbeth meets the weird women). Support

children to develop dialogue and present

the scenes in role.

• Challenge children to create a Lady

Macbeth timeline that shows her rise

and fall.

• Interview a child in role as Conn to help develop children’s

understanding about Conn’s character and his part in the events.

Reading more

A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Pearl/Band 18)  is a retelling of a play 

by William Shakespeare.

“It will happen 

Macbeth!” 

shrieked the third 

wrinkled crone. 

“Our future king!”
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The guided reading session 
plans encourage reader 
response and give pupils 
different ways back into 
the text so you can assess 
comprehension. 
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GUIDED READING 
PACKS BY BOOK 
Need to target pupils with a range 
of reading abilities and interests? 
You can also buy COLLINS BIG CAT 
PACKS for each book from Lilac  
to Pearl band. Every Pack will 
contain 6 copies of each of your 
chosen books.   

NEW COLLINS BIG CAT  
GUIDED READING PACKS!

With a built-in 20% discount

GUIDED READING PACKS BY BAND
Looking to introduce guided reading with readers at a specific level?  By ordering COLLINS BIG CAT banded 
Guided Reading Packs, you’ll have complete support across each band. Each Pack contains 6 copies of every 
title in that band.  

You can now buy COLLINS BIG CAT in Guided Reading Packs making it easy to add to your guided 
reading resources. Each Pack contains 6 copies of a Big Cat book, providing you with enough books 
for you and your guided reading group. 
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